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2001-2008 Antandros Nekropolisi kazilari, nekropol alaninin MO. 8. yiizyilin
sonundan MO. 1. yiizyila kadar kesintisiz kullanildigmni ortaya koymustur. Mezarlarda
inhumasyon ve kremasyon olmak {izere iki gomii tipi goriilmektedir. Mezar tipleri ise
lahit, kiremit, basit toprak, pithos mezarlar, piramidal mezar yapilar1 ve sunak bi¢giminde
insa edilmis mezarlardan olusmaktadir. Bu mezarlar ait olduklar1 doneme gore

farkliliklar gostermektedir.

Antandros Nekropolisi’ndeki bazi mezarlara Oliiyle birlikte sikke birakildig:
tespit edilmistir. Antik Yunan 6li gdmme adetlerine bakildiginda, mezara sikke
birakma geleneginin yer alti diinyasina yapilacak yolculuk ile ilgili oldugu
anlasilmaktadir. Mezarlarda bulunan sikkeler birgok arastirmaci tarafindan oliiyii Styks

nehrinden geciren Kayik¢it Kharon’un ticreti olarak yorumlanmaktadir.

Ozellikle M.O. 5 yiizy1l boyunca iiretilen ve cenaze ile iliskili olan beyaz
lekythoslar iizerinde, genellikle oliileri kayigina almakta olan Kharon tasvirleri yer
almaktadir. Sikke kontekstli en erken Yunan mezari Korinth Kuzey Nekropolisi’nde
bulunmustur ve M.O. 5. yiizyilin 2. ceyregine aittir. Antandros Nekropolisi’ndeki en
erken sikke buluntulu mezar ise M.O. 430 yil1 civarina tarihlenmektedir. Dolayistyla bu
gelenegin Antandros ve Kita Yunanistan’da ayn1 donemde uygulanmaya basladigini

s0ylemek miimkiindiir.

Bu ¢alismanin konusu olan sikke kontekstli mezarlar, kremasyon ve inhumasyon
gomiiler olmak iizere iki baglik altinda incelenmistir. Kremasyon mezarlarin tamami
Hellenistik Déneme, Inhumasyon mezarlar ise 1 tane Klasik ve 1 tane Roma dénemine

ait mezar disinda Hellenistik doneme tarihlenmistir.
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Antandros Nekropolisi’nde kadin, erkek, eriskin, cocuk ve kopek mezarlarinda
sikke ele gegmistir. Bu da sikke birakma geleneginin 6len kisinin cinsiyeti, yas1 gibi

ozellikleriyle bir ilgisi olmadigini1 gostermektedir.

Sikke buluntusu olan mezarlarin tiim nekropolis i¢inde oran1 % 13’tiir. Bu veriye
dayanilarak, sikke birakma geleneginin Antandros’da ¢ok popiiler bir uygulama
olmadigini sdylemek miimkiindiir. Olasilikla toplumun batil inanci gii¢lii olan kesiminin

stirdlirdiigii bir gelenektir.
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ABSTRACT
Master’s Dissertation
Graves with Coins in Antandros Necropolis
Bala YILDIRIM
Ege University
Institute of Social Sciences
Classical Archaeology

2001-2008 excavation of Antandros Necropolis, this necropolis had been used
continuously from 8" BC to end of 1% BC. In the graves, two type of burial could be seen;
cremation and inhumation. Grave types are sarcophagi, tile, simple soil, pithos cemeteries,
and pyramidal tomb structures, and were built in the form of altar tomb. These tombs vary

according to period they belong.

In Necropolis of Antandros, some graves with dead were found with coins. When
the ancient Greek burials are analyzed, the tradition of leaving coins in the grave could be
interpretation of the underground journey. By many researchers, coins found in graves are

thought to be the fee of boatman Charon to transfer the dead across the Styx River.

Especially, the advices of boatman Charon were located on the white lekythoi
which were used for the funerals and produced during the 5™ century BC. Coin context was
found in one the earliest Greek graves in the North Corinth Cemetery and it belongs to the
2" quarter of the 5™ century BC. The most ancient grave with the coin in Antandros
Necropolis is dated 2™ quarter of the 5" century BC. Therefore, we can say that this

tradition was started practicing in Antandros and Greek mainland at the same time period.

The graves with coins which are the bases of this study were examined in two
categories; cremation and inhumation. The cremation graves belong to the Hellenistic
period however the inhumation graves are also dated as Hellenistic culture except one

Classical and one Roman.
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In Antandros Necropolis, the coins were discovered in the graves of women, men,
adult, children and dogs. Thus, it shows us that the tradition of putting a coin in the graves

Is not something particular with the age and gender.

The percentage of graves with coins in the whole necropolis is 13. Based on this
fact, we can argue that the coin tradition was not that much practiced in the ancient
Antandros. Probably, this is a something which was commonly used by the superstitious
people.
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